Utah Studies
2016-2017
Teacher:  Mr. Thomas                                                                         Room:  #224
Phone:     801-374-4980   Ext. 1468                                                  Email:   richardt@provo.edu
Utah Studies is a one semester course focused on the history of Utah. We will learn about the early Indians and Pioneers to the present day. We will use a combination of historical topics and current issues to give students perspective and relevance with what they learn. This class will also focus on developing skill areas that will prepare students for high school classes. These skills include: Listening, Organization, Note-Taking, Test-taking, Critical Thinking, and more. 

Expectations: My commitment is to deliver engaging and thought provoking lesson for students each day of class. In order for this to happen,  students are also expected to come to class on time, seated, and prepared with paper, and a pen or pencil. Much of this class is based on activities, discussion and thoughtful reflection and students are expected to display appropriate behavior when they are asked to work as a group, listen and take notes, or work individually on assignments.  Above all students must treat all others with respect as we share ideas and comments and work together. 
With Dixon’s emphasis on technology, students have access to iPads in the classroom. For both teachers and students, this makes having clear classroom routines and following instructions critical to keeping items safe and secured. Students are expected to adhere to these routines and will be held accountable should something happen as a result of their actions. Ultimately we ask students to respect property that belongs to someone else. 

Dixon Grading Scale:

93% +:               A                    83-86%:             B                    3-76%:                C                  63-66%               D
90-92%:            A-                   80-82%:             B-                  70-72%:              C-                 62-60%               D-
87-89%:            B+                  77-79%:             C+                  69- 67 %             D+                59% or less        I (Incomplete)
Class Points and Attendance: 

Students receive points for each class period they attend. If a student is tardy, not prepared or does not participate, they will be deducted points. Students will not receive points when they are absent (even if the absence is excused), however they can receive credit for any assignment they missed and makeup. There will be opportunities for students to attend after school or flex activities for extra credit points. All other points in the class will come from participation, assignments, and tests and are weighted equally. 
Homework and Late work: 

On occasion students will have homework which they must complete and hand-in on the assigned due date. However, most of our work will be done in class and students are expected to complete and the turn it in before they leave. I understand that certain circumstances from being absent or just needing a little extra time, some students might need an extended due date. Students will always be given a sufficient time to finish their work and receive full points. Exceptions come only at the end of the term when our final grades are due. If there are ever extenuating circumstances, please visit with me to make any needed adjustments. Students and/or parents are welcome to email me about any concerns, questions, or to find out what students missed that day.​ 

We have read the disclosure document for this class, and understand and agree to abide by the guidelines outlined.

​Parent/Guardian’s signature:    ____________________________________

Student’s signature:   
               ____________________________________
