
Brief Course Description


Primary emphasis will be on ballroom dance technique and styling. We will also cover dance history, etiquette, and social skills.





Grading Policy


Both objective and subjective grading will be used, depending on the assignment.


Specifics can be found in the Student handbook online. dixon/provo.edu	





Midterm Grades:


Midterm grades will be mailed home if students do not have a passing grade. 


I Can


Students will leave class with these skills . . .


I can do the best job I am capable of on a consistent basis.


I can consistently demonstrate proper techniques conducive to achieving improvement in Ballroom, including:


counting the correct rhythm of the dances we have learned


demonstrating correct posture and frame


demonstrating understanding of correct technique for each dance:


Foxtrot – Smooth, linear rise


Cha-cha – Cuban action


Waltz – rise and fall


Swing – Swing bounce


Tango – Sharp, staccato action


Samba – Samba bounce


Rumba – Straight legs and settling hips


      3. I can show growth between the beginning and the end of each term in my understanding and application of skills related to the subject area, including:


dancing a number of steps (at least 3) from each dance we have learned


leading/following my partner


     4. I can show respect and proper etiquette for Ballroom, the style of dance, my peers, and teacher.


Late work:


Most late work is accepted for 70% credit.


Student Grade Status:


Grades will be updated on a regular basis. Students and parents may access grades and other class information on Power School.





Scoring:


Grades for each term are weighted by I Can as follows:





Effort…………….…50%


Technique…...……..20%


Growth………….….20%


Etiquette …………..10%





Student Daily Requirements


Students must have the following items in class each day:


shoes suitable for dancing


clothes suitable for dancing


a notebook (to be left in class)


a pen (blue or black ink)


a planner





Effort/Participation points will be lost due to lack of preparation.





This is an activity class. A student’s grade is based primarily on his or her Effort while participating. It is expected that students will actively engage in the material taught by the instructor, otherwise his or her grade will suffer. 


Students are required to do three hours of outside dance activity AND five hours of outside practice per term as part of the Growth I Can.


Extra Credit:


NOT given freely—see instructor for details.


 


Media


We will possibly watch Shall We Dance and Mad, Hot Ballroom in class. If you do not want your child to see either of these films, please write me a note or email me.





Attendance


Students are expected to be to class regularly and on time. Tardies and absences can have a detrimental effect on a student’s grade, performance, and citizenship. It can also affect others in the class.


Tardies:


A student not in the room when the tardy bell rings, will be considered tardy. See School Policies for more information.


Absences:


If a student misses a class, he or she must talk with the instructor BEFORE OR AFTER CLASS (not during) to find out how, if possible, missed work may be made up. It is hoped that unnecessary absences will be avoided.





Discipline


If a student acts inappropriately in class:


1st Incident:	Warning


2nd Incident:	Loss of Participation Points


3rd Incident:	Call to parent


4th Incident:	Administrative Referral





Consequence of a student’s behavior can be a lowering of his/her citizenship grade.








